Placer County/Regional

Cultural & Heritage Tourism Workshop
April 29-30, 2009
Why Cultural & Heritage Tourism?

The National Trust’s definition of cultural heritage tourism is “traveling to experience the places and activities that authentically represent the stories and people of the past and present. It includes historic, cultural and natural resources."
Linking tourism with heritage and culture can do more for local economies than promoting them separately. 

When cultural & heritage tourism development is done right, it helps to protect natural and cultural treasures and improves the quality of life for residents and visitors alike. 

What is the Purpose of the Workshop?

The workshop is a collaborative process with the desired outcome of creating an action plan for Cultural & Heritage Tourism in our community. While the host will be Placer County, we expect to attract attendees from surrounding Sierra Nevada communities, harnessing the potential for collaborative projects that span communities and counties, i.e. Highway 49 Scenic Byway, Farm Trails, Art Trails, etc. 
What will the workshop include?

Topics include:

· Overview of Placer County’s Cultural & Heritage Tourism Amenities (Inventory to be completed in advance)
· Case Study of Successful Cultural & Heritage Tourism program
· Resources Panel: Preserve America, National Heritage Area Program, National Scenic Byways Program

· Media Panel – maximizing your media presence

· Hands-on team projects, i.e. maps; driving trails & corridors; downtown revitalization; developing themes; shaping the story; media plans; attracting investment in tourism

Desired Outcomes: 

· Action Plan for Cultural & Heritage Tourism development in Placer County

· Commitment by participants to move projects forward by creating partnerships,  developing timelines and resources to reach their goal
· Monthly teleconferences to support Cultural & Heritage Tourism efforts in Placer County
Resources

National Trust for Historic Preservation: www.culturalheritagetourism.com 


The Four Steps


The Five Principles


Success Stories

Preserve America Grant Program http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/hpg/PreserveAmerica/index.htm 

Geotourism: Sustaining & Enhancing a Destination’s Sense of Place

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/sustainable/about_geotourism.html 

For information contact Karen Killebrew at PlacerArts, (530) 885-5670, karen@placerarts.org

